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FOR RELEASE: September 4, 2007 

 

CHARLESTON FIRE DEPARTMENT TO JOIN TRAINING IN MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

On  September 4, four City of Charleston Fire Department Chief Officers left Charleston to 
travel to Montgomery County, Maryland at the invitation of Chief Thomas Carr, Jr. to 
enhance their training and knowledge with the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service 
facilities.  Under the direction of Fire Chief Carr, the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue 
Service is a full spectrum life safety agency protecting nearly 1 million people who live and 
work in Maryland’s most populous jurisdiction.   
 
The MCFRS is a combination system (career/volunteer), operating with a budget of about 
$200 million, comprised of over 1300 career uniformed personnel and professional civilian 
staff and an equal number of volunteers, nearly half of whom actively participate in 
emergency response.  There are over forty fire and rescue facilities, including a 56 acre 
training academy, state-of-the-art communication facility, as well as thirty-four (34) 
community fire and rescue stations strategically located throughout  Montgomery County’s 
500 square miles in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.  The Montgomery County (MD) 
Fire and Rescue Service recently attained the distinguished Accreditation status through the 
Commission Fire Accreditation International (CFAI), which falls under the Center for Public 
Safety Excellence (CPSE).  
  
 Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr. received a letter on August 28, 2007 from Fire Chief Thomas Carr, 
Jr. of the Montgomery County Maryland Fire and Rescue Service.  The letter offered to the 
Mayor and Chief Rusty Thomas the opportunity to share the expertise of the Montgomery 
County Fire and Rescue Service.  
 
Mayor Riley said, “Immediately after receiving the letter on Wednesday, August 29, I met 
with Chief Thomas, Chief Robert O’Donald, our new Assistant to the Chief, and Brian 
Kleskie, our new Safety Officer.  They were, as I was, extraordinarily grateful for the offer 
and we wanted to take them up on their offer immediately. Chief Thomas is identifying the 
groups to go up to Montgomery County and we look forward to this generous opportunity 
to expand the capabilities of the Charleston Fire Department. Montgomery County, Md. Fire 
and Rescue Service is a leader in the field and will offer us the opportunity to share 
experiences.“ 
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The training will involve a newly fashioned, state-of-the-art Command Development Center 
located at the Montgomery County (MD) Public Safety Training Academy (PSTA).  This new 
virtual reality simulation training center is one of only a few in the United States and the only 
such facility east of the Mississippi River.  It also includes what is believed to be the largest  
fire and rescue tactical ‘table-top’ venue in the nation.  CFD Chiefs Officers will participate 
along with Montgomery County FRS command officers as some of the first participants as 
they begin command development training at the MC Public Safety Training Academy, 
specifically command competency training that includes classroom instruction, table top 
exercises and participation using the incident command simulator laboratory.  Participants 
will study Incident Command theories and practices as it applies to structural firefighting, 
hazardous materials incidents and major, large scale fires.  In addition, while in Montgomery 
County the CFD Chiefs will 'shadow' MCFRS counterparts responding to fires and other 
emergencies, as well as administrative duties.  They will be housed in fire stations with their 
hosts.   
 

The first group of chief officers attending are Chief Joe Ackerman, Chief Buddy Aytes, Chief 
Tommy Thomas and Chief Larry Garvin.  They will return to Charleston on September 6. The 
Department will be sending groups of four for the next six weeks.   
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